[Peripheral nerve tumor with rhabdomyosarcomatous differentiation (malignant "triton" tumor)--report of 3 cases].
In this paper, 3 cases of malignant "triton" tumor are reported. By special stain, immunohistochemistry and electron microscopy, coexistence of rhabdomyoblasts and Schwann's cell elements was demonstrated. Case 1 was associated with von Recklinghausen disease; in case 3, the tumor developed within a nerve; both had background of malignant schwannoma. Case 2 was a girl with congenital giant pigmented nevus. Her tumor was composed predominantly of rhabdomyoblasts element but by immunohistochemistry, it was confirmed that her tumor also occurred within a nerve. The criteria of diagnosis, differential diagnosis and histogenesis are discussed.